










October, 2026
Dear Lady of Charity:
The efforts to establish the Albany Association of the Ladies of Charity as an independent non-profit entity and secure 501(c)(3) status have made significant progress. The establishment of this status requires the formulation of new By-Laws for the Association. Following a tireless collaboration with our attorneys over the course of several months, an organizational framework and set of By-Laws have been developed.  Central to this structure are the directors and officers.  In accordance with the New York State Not-for-Profit Corporation Law (NPCL), a minimum of three directors is mandated.  The directors are charged with the oversight of the Corporation’s operations. The By-Laws serve as the Association’s rule book for administrative functions.  
Approval by a majority of the general membership is necessary for the ratification of the proposed By-Laws of the newly formed Association.  The Board meeting scheduled for November 10, 2026 has been earmarked for discussing and voting on the proposed By-Laws.  In anticipation of the meeting two documents are enclosed for review.  The first is an overview of the governance structure of the Corporation.  The second articulates the proposed By-Laws.  Please review each document carefully.   Any questions or concerns related to the documents may be directed to the Rose Sherin, Chairperson at rlsherin1952@gmail.com or 518-439-8284 or at the November 10, 2026, Board meeting.  All Board meetings are held at 5:00 pm at the DePaul House, 96 Menand Road in Loudonville, New York. 
The Ladies of Charity USA staunchly advocates for the obtainment of 501(c)(3) designation urging all LOC chapters to  pursue this recognition.   Despite this recommendation it is important to recognize that notwithstanding the impending  tax-exempt status, the Albany Association of the Ladies of Charity remains unwavering in adhering to the guiding principles of Catholic Charities and the operational policies and mission of the Albany Diocese. The approval of the proposed By-Laws will allow us to submit the Form 1023 Application for Recognition for Exemption, to the Internal Revenue Service.  This action will bring us one step closer to obtaining this important tax-exempt status.  Given the significant reduction in the reliability of donated goods for the various ministries we support, it is critical we become self-reliant in pursuing grants and donations.  Achieving tax-exempt status will allow us to do this.  
I look forward to seeing you at the November 10, 2026, Board meeting and thank you for all that you do for the Ladies of Charity. 
Sincerely,
Sharon  L. Giordano
President
Attachments
